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On March 15 of this year, Presidents Nursultan Nazarbayev and Shavkat Mirziyoyev opened 

the Year of Uzbekistan in Kazakhstan. The solemn ceremony took place in the Astana Opera and 
Ballet Theater. 

Presidents of Kyrgyzstan Sooronbai Jeenbekov and Tajikistan Emomali Rahmon also took part 
in the opening ceremony of the Year of Uzbekistan in Kazakhstan.  

The opening of the Year of Uzbekistan in Kazakhstan was marked by a festive concert. 
Opening the meeting, President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev noted the cultural 

affinity of two peoples: "Today, Astana and Tashkent consistently demonstrate common views on 
key international and regional issues. We are successfully developing trade and economic 
cooperation. This is the result of political will, mutual sympathy between the peoples," 
N.Nazarbayev said.  

In his speech, he also noted that Central Asia is one of the oldest cradles of human civilization, 
it has a rich history and original cultural heritage: "We have preserved common values, common 
worldview priorities and a system of world outlook. Let this holiday serve to further consolidate 
our unity, spiritual community and centuries-old friendship," N. Nazarbayev said. 

In his turn, the President of Uzbekistan Sh. Mirziyoyev noted the commonality of cultures of 
two countries: "First of all, I would like to say that today we feel like home on the fertile and 
generous land of Kazakhstan. Same as members of one united family with common dreams and 
aspirations," said the head of Uzbekistan. 

Whitin the opening ceremony of the Year of Uzbekistan in Kazakhstan, President N. 
Nazarbayev awarded the President of Uzbekistan Sh. Mirziyoyev with the Dostyk (Friendship) 
Order of the First Degree "For a significant contribution to the strengthening and development of 
bilateral political, economic and cultural relations between two countries." In his turn, Sh. 
Mirziyoyev thanked N. Nazarbayev for high evaluation of his work and expressed deep gratitude 
for the initiative and decision to hold the Year of Uzbekistan in Kazakhstan. 

More than 200 events in the sphere of economy, tourism, culture and humanitarian sphere are 
planned to be held during the Year of Uzbekistan in Kazakhstan. 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The national company Kazakh Tourism and the Russian federal agency Rostourism signed a 

memorandum of cooperation. 
According to the Kazakh embassy in Russia, the memorandum is aimed at mutually beneficial 

cooperation in the development of tourism of two countries, in particular, it touches upon issues 
of joint promotion of cross-border tours between Kazakhstan and the Russian Federation and 
participation in investment projects. 

According to Kairat Sadvakassov, Deputy Chairman of the Kazakh Tourism Management 
Board, the signed document will allow countries to make a "reset" in tourist relations. 

Also, an agreement on cooperation on the issues of holding the Forum of Interregional 
Cooperation between Kazakhstan and Russia in Petropavl in 2018 was reached. 

This event will make a great contribution to the development of interaction in the humanitarian 
sphere between all key states in the Eurasian space, what is strategically necessary in order to 
guarantee the strength and stability of mutually beneficial economic ties. 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On April 15 of this year, Astana hosted a working (consultative) summit of the heads of 

Central Asian states with a broad agenda. 
Despite such a modest official name, many experts unofficially regard this event as the Summit 

of Regional Countries, rightly based on the historical significance of the event. 
The meeting was held on the initiative of the President Shavkat Mirziyoyev at the 72nd session 

of the UN General Assembly in September 2017. The leader of Kazakhstan Nursultan 
Nazarbayev fully supported this initiative and proposed to hold the first summit in the capital of 
Kazakhstan, Astana.      

Before the beginning of the regional forum, N. Nazarbayev held bilateral meetings with the 
head of the Kyrgyz Republic Sooronbai Jeenbekov and the president of Uzbekistan Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev. 

Previously, it was difficult to apply the "Big Five" phrase to Central Asian countries, as there 
was no five-sided format of work. However, now the heads of states decided to change this 
situation. Advantages of such an interactive platform were explained by the President of 
Kazakhstan N. Nazarbayev: "The advantage of such meetings for our peoples is obvious. Firstly, 
the unification of the potential of our states is beneficial for all peoples living here. Secondly, an 
increase in intraregional trade and a complementary economy is profitable. Thirdly, the 
strengthening of regional security is of concern to all of us. Fourthly, it is the rapprochement of 
the peoples of our region, closely related historically, ethnically and culturally. In general, the 
world practice and regional cooperation show that it serves the people," the President of 
Kazakhstan said during opening the event. 

A wide range of issues were discussed at the meeting: 
• mutually beneficial trade, economic and investment cooperation, 
• expansion of the regional transit and transport infrastructure, 
• rational development of water-energy and food potentials, 
• development of industry and processing industries, 



• use of advanced technologies and innovations, 
• development of the digital economy, 
• deepening of interaction in the spheres of culture and art, education and science, tourism and 

sports,  
• strengthening cooperation in countering extremism and terrorism. 
Following the results of the meeting of the heads of state, N. Nazarbayev announced the 

successful solution of water problems, emphasizing the unacceptability of political bargaining on 
this vital issue. 

At the end of the meeting, the Presidents of Central Asian countries made a Joint Statement of 
the Heads of Central Asian States on the occasion of Nauryz holiday. On behalf of all leaders of 
countries of the region, N. Nazarbayev wished Vladimir Putin success in presidential elections in 
Russia.  

In addition, Presidents N. Nazarbayev and S. Mirziyoyev solemnly opened the Year of 
Uzbekistan in Kazakhstan. Nursultan Nazarbayev awarded the Dostyk Order of the 1st degree to 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev For a significant contribution to the strengthening and development of 
bilateral political, economic and cultural relations between Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. 

The past working meeting can rightly be considered a historic event. Following two factors are 
a significant reason for optimism: 

• First, the constructive strategic position of the new leadership of Uzbekistan - one of the two 
key countries of the region along with Kazakhstan; 

• Secondly, the fact that over the past 26 years of independent development since 1991 the 
countries of the region have gone through a significant path with all its achievements and losses, 
and now fully understand the nature and level of real interest in each other.  

Only close cooperation of the five fraternal countries will make Central Asia a self-sufficient 
region, an independent center of power in Eurasia. 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On March 15 this year, Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Astana process guarantor countries - 

Turkey, Russia and Iran, Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, Sergey Lavrov and Javad Zarif met in Astana and 
discussed the course of the Syrian settlement. 

One of the main themes became the development of the situation in East Gut, which causes 
concern for the entire world community. The situation of a possible US military operation against 
Damascus was also discussed. 

In addition, the functioning of de-escalation zones in Syria, as well as a number of political and 
humanitarian issues were discussed during the meeting.  

Following the meeting, diplomats worked out a number of practical recommendations to the 
Syrian authorities and the opposition on the conflict settlement, and a joint statement was 
adopted.    

The trust between the countries - guarantors of the Syrian settlement has reached a qualitatively 
new level; the parties intend to further develop relations within the negotiation process. 

The next round of the Astana process is planned to be held after this meeting of the foreign 
ministers of the countries - guarantors. 

Today, the interaction of three guarantor countries of the Astana process plays a key role for 
current processes in the Middle East, and on which depends the destiny of the whole world in the 
21st century. 

The world community also appreciates the contribution of Kazakhstan to solving important 
global problems. 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 6th Global Baku Forum titled "Bridging Gaps to Create Inclusive Societies" was held in 

the capital of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Baku. More than 500 delegates from 50 countries 
participated in the forum, which started on Thursday, April 15 and lasted for three days. 

The opening ceremony was attended by the President and First Vice President of Azerbaijan 
Ilham Aliyev and Mehriban Aliyeva. 

Speaking to the forum participants, I.Aliyev focused on the fact that this year the country 
celebrates the 100th anniversary of the Azerbaijan People's Republic, which at one time became 
the first republic in the East, and which gave women the right to vote earlier than many European 
states. 

I.Aliyev also spoke about the economic successes of the country, regional energy and transport 
and logistics projects. 

Currently, the South Gas Corridor project, which unites seven countries, is being successfully 
implemented. Azerbaijan pipelines contribute to the energy security of Europe. In some countries 
Azerbaijan's oil meets the demand for this energy by 40%. 

Touching on the Karabakh conflict, he pointed out that the conflict can be resolved only on 
the basis of the UN Security Council resolutions, the Helsinki Final Act on the restoration of the 
territorial integrity of Azerbaijan.  

The Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yildirim also supported the territorial integrity of 
Azerbaijan. He also talked about the joint steps of Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey in the direction 
of ensuring the security of the Caucasus region. 

B. Yildirim specially noted the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway project, which provides delivering 
cargo directly from China to London without changing the mode of transport. 

The President of the International Turkic Academy (TWESCO) Darkhan Kydyrali and the 
Academy expert Fizuli Mecidli took part in the Forum. On the eve of the Forum, President of 
Azerbaijan I. Aliyev received D. Kydyrali and awarded him the Dostlug Order (Friendship Order). 



The TWESCO head D.Kydyrali was awarded the Dostlug Order For the development of friendly 
relations between peoples of Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan by the Decree of the President of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev dated December 28, 2017.  

Within the framework of the forum, the 7th International Book Summit was held on 18-19th of 
March, which is held on the joint initiative of the Library of the US Congress and the Library of 
Alexandria of Egypt. 

The Global Baku Forum has been held since 2013. Its organizer is the Nizami Ganjavi 
International Center. The forum is considered one of the most prestigious discussion venues in 
Eastern Europe, Central Asia and the South Caucasus. 


